
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
March 12, 2021 

 

Mr. Jeff Walton  

Associate Planner, Current and Historic Preservation 

City of Wilmington Planning, Development, and Transportation 

305 Chestnut Street 

PO Box 1810 

Wilmington, NC 28402-1810 

 

Project Name: CFPUA Water Street Infrastructure / PS 9 Improvements 

Subject: TRC Response Letter 

 

 

Dear Mr. Walton:  

 

On behalf of Cape Fear Public Utility Authority, we are submitting this formal response 

to TRC review comments provided on December 31, 2019 regarding the above referenced 

project. Please find responses in italics as follows: 

 

1. TRAFFIC IMPACT: The site plan for the Pump Station Replacement has shown a 

new Streetscape for the intersection of Water Street and Walnut Street. The 

streetscape must accommodate the use of Public Transportation vehicles, Fire 

and Rescue Vehicles and Delivery vehicles.  

The Water Street streetscape project was designed by WK Dickson as part of the City’s 

street scape plan and is not a part of the Pump Station 9 Improvements project. The 

streetscape was included in the site plan for coordination purposes per the request of the 

City.  

 

2. TECHNICAL STANDARDS –ROADS: 1. The proposed streetscape shows a 

narrowing of S. Water Street. Show a cross-section detail showing the existing 

street and the proposed changes to the streetscape, and intersection of S. Water 

Street and Walnut Street.  

The Water Street streetscape project was designed by WK Dickson and is not a part of the 

Pump Station 9 Improvements project. The streetscape was included in the site plan for 

coordination purposes per the request of the City.  

 

3. TECHNICAL STANDARDS – ACCESS (driveway, sidewalk, and sight distance): 

2. The existing pump station is adjacent to the Riverwalk and other pedestrian 
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sidewalks. Please ensure the project does not block access along the Riverwalk 

and S. Water Street sidewalks.  

The Riverwalk will not be blocked by this project. The sidewalk along Water Street will 

not be blocked. CFPUA is purchasing an easement to allow work to occur in the Hilton 

parking lot which would include the sidewalk along the station (perpendicular to the 

Riverwalk and Water street); therefore, that sidewalk will not be available for pedestrians 

during construction.  

 

4. Show driveways for adjacent lots and lots across the street. Please let me know if 

you have any questions or if I can be of further assistance as this development 

moves through the review process. 

See Attachment A for revised plan sheet G00.1 which includes a vicinity map showing 

driveway locations for adjacent lots and lots across the street. 

 

5. The existing building is the national register historic district.  Even though its not 

historic, any demolitions require a 90-day stay before we can approve the 

demo.  I just need a letter of intent to demo sent to the Historic Preservation 

Planner, to get that started.  

A letter of intent to demolish was delivered to the Historic Preservation Planner. McKim 

& Creed received a voice mail from Ivy Freitag stating that the City no longer takes 

applications for demolitions within the national register historic district. They only 

accept applications for buildings in the local historic district or historic district overlays; 

therefore, there is nothing further that needs to be done for the Pump Station 9 

Improvements project since it is not located within the local historic district or a historic 

district overlay.  

 

6. Since public funding is involved, I will need the Section 106 permit or an email 

from the State Historic Preservation approving the project.  You can start 

here:  https://www.ncdcr.gov/state-historic-preservation-office/environmental-

review 

See Attachment B for the Section 106 approval by the State Historic Preservation Officer.  

 

7. Sec. 18-60 (c) (1):  Show a vicinity map showing the position of the subdivision 

with relation to surrounding streets, oriented in the same direction as the site 

plan.  

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 which includes a vicinity map showing the position of the 

pump station with relation to surrounding streets, oriented in the same direction as the 

site plan. 

 

8. Sec. 18-60 (c) (2):  Show true North pointing towards the top of the map of both 

plan and location map. 

https://www.ncdcr.gov/state-historic-preservation-office/environmental-review
https://www.ncdcr.gov/state-historic-preservation-office/environmental-review


  

 

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 with true North pointing toward the top of the map on 

both plan and location map. 

 

9. Sec. 18-60 (c) (15):  Show a proposed landscape plan. Mark on plans all proposed 

trees to be removed.  

See Attachment A sheet G00.1. for the proposed landscape plan. See Attachment C for 

the tree removal plan which shows all proposed trees to be removed and replaced.  

 

10. Sec. 18-60 (c) (17):  Show written statements by the applicant that shall consist of: 

a. Method for handling solid waste disposal. 

No solid waste is to be generated at the pump station; therefore, there is no 

formal method for solid waste disposal. During the demolition process, 

demolition materials shall be removed from the site by the Contractor. Any 

trash removal or solid waste disposal required during the construction process 

is the responsibility of the Contractor.  

 

b. What’s the plan to remove trash from site? 

See response to 10.a above.  

 

c. A tree preservation/removal permit is required 

A tree preservation/removal permit was submitted to Jeff Walton, Associate 

Planner, Current and Historic Preservation with the City of Wilmington, 

on January 26, 2021. 

  

11. Variance needed for front setbacks, I think you could add landscaping in front of 

the fence to dress up the street with the requirements of this section.  [Setbacks 

along all public rights-of-way.] Along all public rights-of-way, at least fifty (50) 

percent of the building wall shall be set back within five (5) feet from the 

property line. For the remaining fifty (50) percent of the building wall, setbacks 

may be voluntarily increased to a depth no greater than fifteen (15) percent of the 

building height, provided that the following criteria are met: 

a. The non-planter areas of the setback shall be hardscaped, i.e. 

paved. Sixty (60) percent of the proposed hardscaped, non-planter 

setback areas shall be covered with pavers approved by the city 

engineer. Forty (40) percent of the proposed hardscaped, non-

planter setback area may be paved with light-colored (not white) 

concrete in lieu of pavers. 

See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

b. At least forty (40) percent of the edge of the public right-of-way 

shall be defined by a vertical element not greater than three (3) 

feet in height. No physical barrier shall entirely prevent the 

pedestrian public from entering the private property setback. 



  

 

See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

 

c. Planters, raised, recessed, or contained shall be installed in the 

front setback area to accommodate canopy or understory trees at a 

minimum of one (1) tree per one thousand two hundred (1,200) 

square feet of increased front setback area between the outermost 

side facades of the building. The area used for the calculation of 

increased front setback shall not include the square footage 

beneath building overhangs and fountains or sculptures larger 

than three (3) square feet. 

See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

 

d. Trees and any additional vegetation in the setback area shall meet 

the general landscaping requirements of section 18-448 of this 

chapter except subsections (c), (d), and (e) and opacity is not 

required. 

See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

 

e. Trees and shrubs in the setback area shall be maintained by the 

owner to ensure that the material remains living and prospers. 

See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

 

12. Parking. All off-street parking shall adhere to the following requirements, or 

obtain a variance: See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

a. Surface parking. All surface parking lots shall adhere to the 

following requirements: 

b. Surface parking shall be located in the side or rear yards and shall 

be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet from the front plane of all 

street-facing facades. One-way drives shall be incorporated where 

possible. 

c. Surface parking shall not be located in front of any building. 

Surface parking shall be located to the interior of the block and/or 

behind buildings fronting rights-of-way, where possible, so as to 

not interrupt the continuity of the block face. 

d. Surface parking lots shall be screened from public streets by 

permanent walls, shrubbery or hedges at least three (3) feet but not 

more than five (5) feet in height. 

e. Surface parking shall be accessed via public or private alleyways 

where possible.   

f. All surface lots shall meet the shading requirements of Sec. 18-481 

of this Chapter. 

13. Street trees.  For new commercial development, street tree plantings in below-

grade planters shall be included in the public right-of-way at the rate of one (1) 

tree per thirty (30) feet of frontage.  



  

 

a. Coordinate with Engineering for street tree compliance with the 

North Water streetscape project.  Your plan should reflect the 

proposed construction plans for both projects.  Contact: Mike 

Naklicki, 341-5897 

This project is not a commercial development but rather a public utility. 

See Attachment A for the revised plan sheet G00.1 which shows the North 

Water Streetscape project (designed and constructed by others). This 

Pump Station 9 project will include landscaping in front of the decorative 

fence to provide 100% opacity within three years as directed by the City of 

Wilmington. 

 

14. Underground utilities. All new utilities shall be installed underground, except 

where such placement is prohibited or deemed impractical by the utility 

provider. Underground terminal facilities for street lighting along all public 

streets abutting the subject site shall be installed by the developer. 

All new utilities shall be installed underground. 

 

15. Variance Needed:  Building entrances.  Primary building entrances shall be 

clearly defined and shall be recessed at least five (5) feet or framed by an 

architectural element.  Primary entrances should be clearly distinctive from 

other entrances.  Secondary outside building entrances to upper floors on the 

primary facade shall align with the outermost window on the front facade. 

See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

 

16. Variance Needed:  Massing and scale.  Large expanses of flat, unadorned walls 

are prohibited.  Facades shall incorporate architectural details, particularly at 

the pedestrian level. Building facades shall incorporate periodic transitions 

across the facade as stated below.  The following design element standards 

shall apply to all new construction where applicable: 

a. Building facades shall be divided into distinct massing elements 

utilizing methods including but not limited to facade offsets, 

pilasters, change in materials, or fenestration (window 

arrangement). Transitions shall be no further apart than two-thirds 

of the height of the facade. The predominant orientation of 

fenestration within the facade shall be vertical. 

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 which includes a revised pump station 

building design with distinct massing elements utilizing change in 

materials. The transition is no further than two-thirds apart.  

b. The exterior expression of the height at the street-level facade shall 

be no less than thirteen (13) feet, which may be delineated by 

methods including, but not limited to incorporation of a distinct 

horizontal architectural member, facade offsets, or a change in 

materials (not solely color) or fenestration. 



  

 

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 which includes a revised pump station 

building design with an exterior expression which is no less than thirteen 

(13) feet. The revised design includes a change in material and color. 

 

c. Roofs shall be flat (low slope) with parapet walls, of barrel 

construction, or have a minimum pitch of four to twelve (4:12) 

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 which includes a revised pump station 

building design with a flat roof and parapet walls. 

 

17. Variance Needed:   Street-level facades. New buildings shall front onto public 

sidewalks to reinforce pedestrian activity along public streets and pedestrian 

ways. A street-level facade that faces a public street, riverwalk, or sidewalk 

shall be predominately glazed by incorporating windows or doors of clear or 

lightly tinted glass that allow views into and out of the building. Windows 

shall extend from a sill or base not to exceed four (4) feet in height above the 

adjacent grade. Darkly tinted windows or window signs (interior or exterior) 

that block two-way visibility are prohibited along street-level facades; however, 

spandrel or colored glass may be used in the transom area above the door 

header. Exterior burglar bars, fixed "riot shutters,” or similar security devices 

shall not be visible from the public right-of-way. 

See Attachment D for the approved variance. 

 

18. Additional treatments. HVAC equipment, air conditioning window units, and 

other electrical equipment shall not be located on street frontages. All such 

equipment shall be placed in the interior yards or on the roof of the building 

and screened from the right-of-way. Through-wall mechanical units are 

permitted on any facade if they are incorporated into the design of the 

building, flush with the facade on which they are located, concealed by a vent 

cover and have an internal drip system for condensation. Utility meters, 

transformers and fixed trash disposal receptacles that cannot be concealed from 

the public right of way shall be screened with an opaque fence or wall. 

a. Show location for compliance. 

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 which includes a revised pump station building 

design with the HVAC unit placed on the roof. No electrical equipment shall be 

located on street frontages and shall be screened from the right-of-way. No 

through-wall mechanical units are to be used for this pump station.  

 

19. Landscape Plan: 

b. Please include the city’s street scape improvements for North Water 

Street for street tree compliance.  



  

 

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 and G00.2. The City’s street scape 

improvements project for North Water Street has been incorporated to 

show street tree compliance. 

c. The code would require a 3-foot opaque hedge in front of the fence 

to be planted to provide some buffer from the proposed asphalt 

surface.  

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 for proposed landscaping plan. The fence 

shall be screened with shrubs and trees to achieve 100% opacity within 

three years. The types of plantings include Crepe Myrtle, Nellie R 

Stephens Holly, and Forsythia all of which are compatible with the climate 

conditions of the area.  

  

20. Accurately illustrate the existing conditions on and surrounding this parcel. 

Show all adjacent traffic signs, lane configurations, traffic control devices and 

pavement markings on the site inventory plan. Please refer to the Technical 

Standards and Specifications Manual (link is below) Ch. VII C.1.a.2.for specific 

information and distance requirements. Contact Traffic Engineering at 341-7888 

if you need assistance locating these elements. 

https://www.wilmingtonnc.gov/home/showdocument?id=1910  

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 which includes a vicinity map with existing conditions on 

and surrounding the parcel. The revised plan sheet includes traffic signs, traffic flow 

direction arrows, lane configurations, and pavement markings.  

 

21. Show the full intersection of N Water St and Walnut St post-development. Lane 

configuration, lane width after curb extensions, size of on-street parking spaces, 

traffic signs, pavement markings, ADA ramps with detectable warning domes, 

street lights and any other intersection design elements.  

See Attachment E for the WK Dickson street scape plans for the intersection of N Water 

St and Walnut St, post-development. Please note that this Pump Station 9 project does 

not include any intersection design components. The curb extension and all on-street 

parking spaces, traffic signs, pavement markings, ADA ramps, street lights are not a part 

of this project. All intersection and streetscape modifications are designed by WK 

Dickson as part of the City’s street scape plan and we only show them on our site plans 

for coordination with this Pump Station 9 project.  

 

22.  Show the full length of N Water St street scape to be improved.  

This project does not improve the N Water St street scape. This project installs a new 

wastewater pump station.  

 

23. Identify any existing parking meters and marked parking stalls on N Water St on 

the plan.  



  

 

See Attachment E for the WK Dickson street scape plans for the intersection of N Water 

St and Walnut St, post-development. Sheet C-8 shows the WK Dickson demolition plan 

for the intersection in front of Pump Station 9 including existing parking meter locations 

and marked parking stalls. Sheet C-14 shows the approved street scape with proposed 

parking meter locations and marked parking stalls. Please note that this Pump Station 9 

project does not include the removal or installation of any parking meters or any 

intersection/parking stall improvements. All intersection and streetscape modifications 

are designed by WK Dickson as part of the City’s street scape plan and we only show 

them on our site plans for coordination with this Pump Station 9 project.  

 

24. TECHNICAL STANDARDS – DRIVEWAY ACCESS (Non-Major 

Thoroughfares): 

a. The driveway curb return must be at least 6.5’ from intersecting property 

lines. [Chapter VII, C, Table 4 CofWTSSM]. A variance may be required 

for the driveways. Please co-ordinate with Engineering. 

See Attachment E for WK Dickson street scape plans. Sheet C49 shows the 

City’s standard detail for commercial driveway sections and profiles. Please note 

that this Pump Station 9 project will restore the existing driveway curb to its 

original condition.  

 

b. TECHNICAL STANDARDS – ACCESS (driveway, sidewalk, and sight 

distance): Show driveways for adjacent lots and lots across the street. 

See Attachment A sheet G00.1 which includes a vicinity map with driveways 

for adjacent lots and lots across the street. 

 

c. Dimension driveway widths and tapers. [Sec.18-530 CofW LDC]  

See Attachment E for WK Dickson street scape plans. Sheet C-14 shows a 

dimension of 11.8’ for the CFPUA access driveway width. Sheet C-49 shows a 

width of 13’ for driveway flares. 

 

d. The minimum two-lane driveway width is 23’. [7-9 CofW Tech Stds]  

The Pump Station 9 access driveway is one-way.  

 

e. The maximum two-lane driveway width is 30’. [7-9 CofW Tech Stds]  

The Pump Station 9 access driveway is one-way.  

 

f. Provide sidewalk detail SD 3-10 on the plan. [Sec. 18-529(b)(2) CofW 

LDC] 7. Provide curbing detail SD 3-11 on the plan. [Sec. 18-529(b)(2) 

CofW LDC]  

 



  

 

g. Show and apply the City’s 20’x70’ sight distance triangle at each 

driveway on the site plan and landscaping plan, if any. [Sec.18-529(c) (3) 

CofW LDC] [Sec. 18-812 CofW LDC].  

See Attachment A sheet G00.2 which includes the proposed site plan and the 

City’s sight distance triangle.  

 

h. Add a note indicating that all proposed vegetation within sight triangles 

shall not interfere with clear visual sight lines from 30"-10'. [Sec.18-556 

CofW LDC] 

See Attachment A sheet G00.2 which includes a note which states that all 

proposed vegetation within sight triangles shall not interfere with clear visual 

sight lines from 30” -10”. 

 

i. TECHNICAL STANDARDS – ADA: 9. Detectable warning domes must 

be installed at the end of each sidewalk before entering drive 

aisle/crosswalk/pavement surface. [City/ADA standards].  

See Attachment E for WK Dickson street scape plans. Sheet C47 shows the 

City’s standard detail for perpendicular curb ramp adjacent to walking surface. 

The detail includes detectable warning domes. Please note that this Pump 

Station 9 project does not include the removal or installation of intersection 

improvements. All intersection and streetscape modifications are designed by 

WK Dickson as part of the City’s street scape plan. 

 

j. Existing wheelchair ramps shall be retrofitted with flexible surface-

applied detectable warning mats [Chapter ll (E) (6) of CofWTSSM].  

No wheelchair ramps are included in this project. 

 

25. GENERAL NOTES TO ADD TO THE PLAN: 

See Attachment A for revised plan sheets G00.1 and G00.2 which include the notes 

below: 

a. Street trees must be located a minimum of 15 feet from street lights. 

[CofW SD 15-17] B. All pavement markings in public rights-of-way and 

for driveways are to be thermoplastic and meet City and/or NCDOT 

standards. [Detail SD 11-03 and SD 15-13 CofW Tech Stds]  

b. All signs and pavement markings in areas open to public traffic are to 

meet MUTCD (Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices) standards. 

[Detail SD 15-13 CofW Tech Stds]  

c. All traffic control signs and markings off the right-of-way are to be 

maintained by the property owner in accordance with MUTCD 

standards.  

d. All parking stall markings and lane arrows within the parking areas 

shall be white.  



  

 

e. Any broken or missing sidewalk panels, driveway panels and curbing 

will be replaced.  

f. Contact 811 prior to contacting City of Wilmington, Traffic Engineering 

regarding the utilities in ROW. 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions or need additional information. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

McKim & Creed, Inc.  

Katie Elliott, EI 

KElliott
Pencil
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North Carolina Department of Natural and Cultural Resources 
State Historic Preservation Office 

Ramona M. Bartos, Administrator 
Governor Roy Cooper                                                                                                                                                                                   Secretary D. Reid Wilson 

Location: 109 East Jones Street, Raleigh NC 27601     Mailing Address: 4617 Mail Service Center, Raleigh NC 27699-4617   Telephone/Fax: (919) 814-6570/814-6898 

 
January 5, 2021 
 
Katie Elliott        kelliott@mckimcreed.com  
McKim & Creed 
243 North Front Street 
Wilmington, NC 28401 
  
Re:  Upgrade Pump Station (PS) 9, 301 North Water Street, Wilmington, New Hanover County,  

ER 20-2446 
 
Dear Ms. Elliott: 
  
Thank you for your email of November 11, 2020, regarding the above-referenced undertaking. We have 
reviewed the submittal and offer the following comments.  
 
We have conducted a review of the project and are aware of no historic resources which would be affected 
by the project. Therefore, we have no comment on the project as proposed.  
  
The above comments are made pursuant to Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act and the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation’s Regulations for Compliance with Section 106 codified at 36 
CFR Part 800.  
  
Thank you for your cooperation and consideration. If you have questions concerning the above comment, 
contact Renee Gledhill-Earley, environmental review coordinator, at 919-814-6579 
or environmental.review@ncdcr.gov. In all future communication concerning this project, please cite the 
above referenced tracking number.  
 
Sincerely,  
  
 
Ramona Bartos, Deputy  
State Historic Preservation Officer  
 

mailto:kelliott@mckimcreed.com
mailto:environmental.review@ncdcr.gov
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